
Admission to TBSHS Sixth Form - Frequently Asked Questions 

Application, Open Evening, Admission Criteria & General Information 

When is the Sixth Form Open Evening?  
 
Do I need to book? 
 

Wednesday, 5th November 2025, 5.30 – 8.30pm with speeches taking place at 5.45, 6.45 & 
7.45pm.  
You will need to book a ticket for the speech, which you can do on our website at  
Information for Sixth-Form Entry September 2026 – The Bishop's Stortford High School 
 

If I am not able to attend the Open Evening, is it 
possible to make an appointment to visit the school 
& be given a tour? 
 

Don’t worry if you can’t attend; we can arrange a visit & tour for you during school hours on a 
day that suits you. Please email admissions.sixthform@tbshs.org.  

When does the online application system open? 
 

The online admissions system will open on the 5th November, 2025. You will be able to apply 
online whilst attending the Open Evening – look out for the QR Code!  
 

How can I apply? There will be a pop-up screen on the main page of our website. There will also be an ‘Apply 
Now’ button under our ‘Information for Entry September 2026’ Sixth Form website page. 
Applications are online only, unless the applicant has no internet access. 
 

When is the deadline for admission applications? The deadline is Friday, 19th December, 2025. Please e-mail admissions.sixthform@tbshs.org for 
any late applications. 

What pathways & qualifications do you offer?  Students can choose to study: 

• a two-year A-Level course (3 or 4 A-Level subjects), 

• a two-year BTEC Level 3 in Sport course (1 BTEC & 1 A-Level subject).  
Both pathways also include a Curriculum Enhancement Option. 
  

What are your requirements to allow a student to 
study 4 A-Levels? 

Students with exceptional GCSE grades (at least 5 grade 8/9s) may study 4 subjects. 

What are the entry requirements?  Details can be found here - Entrance Requirements – The Bishop's Stortford High School 
A-Level Pathway:  

o Total points score of at least 44 from eight GCSEs  
o At least 5 in Maths and English Language or Literature 
o Must meet each chosen subject’s criteria – generally a grade 6 (check the table 

listed at the back of the Options Booklet).  
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BTEC Pathway:  

o Total points score of at least 36 from eight GCSEs.  
o At least grade 5 in Maths and English Language or Literature  
o Must meet chosen BTEC and A-Level subject’s entrance criteria (check the table 

listed at the back of the Options Booklet).  
 

I know that TBSHS is usually heavily over-subscribed. 
If I meet the requirements, am I guaranteed a place? 
 

We cannot guarantee that you will gain a place, but the likelihood is that you will be successful 
if you meet the necessary requirements. If by the end of Results Day we have more people who 
want a place & meet the requirements than we have spaces for, we will need to apply our over-
subscription criteria (the Admission Arrangements document can be found at the bottom of this 
page - Information for Sixth-Form Entry September 2026 – The Bishop's Stortford High School) . 
Please be reassured that we have not had to implement this before. 
 

I don’t live in Bishop’s Stortford. How big is the 
catchment area? Will we be refused a place based 
on distance? 
 

Unlike applications for Year 7, distance is not considered for Sixth Form applications (unless 
over-subscription criteria need to be applied). 
Whilst the majority of our students live in Bishop’s Stortford and the surrounding towns & 
villages in the immediate area, we have students who travel in from towns such as Epping, 
Chelmsford, Dunmow and Cheshunt. We are ideally placed for buses & trains from many towns 
in Herts & Essex & also close to M11 & M25 junctions. 
 

What is an Enhancement? On both routes, students study a curriculum enhancement option in Year 12. This can be EPQ, 
Core Maths (Grade 5 in Maths), Duke of Edinburgh, Sports Leadership Qualification, or 
Fundamentals of Finance.  
More information on these subjects can be found in the Options Booklet. 
 

What is Enrichment? 
 

Every Wednesday afternoon, students are able to participate in a wide range of extracurricular 
activities, such as football, netball, gym, board games, debating, dodgeball, yoga, mock bar trial.  
 

What were your exam results like this year? 
 

You can find details of the School’s results here - https://tbshs.org/exam-results-tables/  
 

How many female students do you have in Sixth 
Form? 
 

Over one third of students in Year 12 & 13 are female.  

How many students from other schools usually join 
Year 12? 

Just over 50% of our Year 12 students came from other schools. Around 75% of applications are 
from students attending other schools. 
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What is your dress code? 
 

You can find information about our dress code on our website here - https://tbshs.org/sixth-
form-dress-code/  
 

Where can I find out more information about what 
life is like in TBSHS Sixth Form? 
 

Instagram – follow us at  https://www.instagram.com/tbshs.sixthform/  for regular updates 
 
Pick up a copy of our prospectus on the 5th November or find the online version here - 
https://tbshs.org/prospectus/     
 
Website - https://tbshs.org/starting-sixth-form-life-at-tbshs/  
 
 

What careers & Post-18 support do you offer? 
 

We have an incredibly strong Post-18 Department, offering the very best in student advice & 
support. This includes regular careers newsletters and Post-18 bulletins; CV and personal 
statement preparation; careers workshops & fayres; Post-18 Conventions; Business 
Professional Interviews; regular guest speakers; as well as dedicated support & guidance on all 
Post-18 pathways & the use of UCAS & Unifrog tools.  
We also offer the ASPIRE programme, providing potential Oxbridge candidates with advice and 
guidance on developing skills for making strong applications. 
  

Where can I find further information regarding 
admissions?  

You can find all necessary information on our website at Information for Sixth-Form Entry 
September 2026 – The Bishop's Stortford High School 
 
You can also e-mail admissions.sixthform@tbshs.org for any further queries. 

 

How can I find out more about possible travel routes 
to & from TBSHS? 

You can find out more about different routes & modes of transport here - 
https://sites.google.com/tbshs.org/tbshs-beaumont-avenue/travel 
 

Submission & Process Information 

I haven’t taken my mock examinations yet, what 
grades should I enter? 

 

Please enter the last predictions you received, which may have been last summer when you 
were still in Year 10. 
Don’t forget to enter any GCSEs you may have taken a year early! 
 

Will I need to update my provisional grades after I 
receive my mock examination results? 

 

Please email admissions.sixthform@tbshs.org if your mock results are vastly different from 
grades entered initially and we can change these in the system on your behalf. Please let us 
know by February half term. 
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What if I want to change my subjects after I have 
submitted my application? 

Subject choices can be changed after the deadline. However, option blocks are set in the 
summer term (usually late May) based on initial responses & students are more likely to be able 
to study their chosen subjects the earlier these are confirmed. The system will re-open once 
option blocks are released to allow for any subject changes you wish to make. 
 
Please e-mail admissions.sixthform@tbshs.org for any changes you would like to be made to 
your application. 
 

How will I know if my desired subject combination is 
possible? 
 

Option blocks are set in May to give students the best chance of being able to study the 
combination they want, based on all the subject entries we receive in the system. 

What do I do if I forget my password/log in e-mail? Please email admissions.sixthform@tbshs.org for any technical support. Make a note of your 
log-in details, especially as your log-in e-mail may be different to your home contact e-mail. The 
telephone & e-mail address used should ideally be those of the student and not parent/carer.  
 

Will there be an interview?  
 

No, we do not hold interviews.  
For our own Year 11 students, we hold a guidance meeting in late January/early February with a 
senior member of staff to discuss predicted grades, Post-16 aspirations & Post-18 ideas.  
For those applying from other schools, we host an online guidance presentation in early 
February, which covers the application process; what to expect from Induction; an insight into 
Sixth Form life at TBSHS, & a Q&A session with the Sixth Form Management Team & Sixth Form 
students. 
 

When can I expect to receive notification of the 
outcome of my application? 

You will receive an e-mail notifying you of the outcome in March, prior to the Easter holiday. 
For TBSHS Year 11 students, outcome letters will be sent to their school e-mail address. 
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