
   

 

   

 

Saint Michael’s Church and The Bishop’s Stortford High School 

 

Advent and Christmas Services 2024 
 

"Heaven and Earth in Little Space": 
God amongst the humble, small and vulnerable 

 

    

Picture above: Our Lady of Hadath Church in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, 2024.  

 
Monday 16th December at 2.00 p.m. for Years 7 and 8  

Tuesday 17th December at 12:00 p.m. for the Sixth Form 

Tuesday 17th December at 2.00 p.m. for Years 9 and 10  

 

Thank you to Reverend Derwyn Williams and all at Saint Michael’s Church.  

Thank you also to Reverend Gaz Tracey. 
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Welcome to Saint Michael’s Church –  Reverend Williams and Reverend Tracey 

Congregational Carol: “Once In Royal David’s City”: Please stand and sing at verse three 
 
Verse One: Solo                                                       Verse Two: Choir only                                                            
Once in Royal David’s City                                      He came down to earth from Heaven 
Stood a lowly cattle shed,                                       Who is God and Lord of all                                     
Where a mother laid her baby                               And his shelter was a stable 
In a manger for his bed;                                          And his cradle was a stall; 
Mary was that mother mild,                                  With the poor and mean and lowly 
Jesus Christ her little child.                                     Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

Verse Three: All please stand and sing 
And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 
 
Verse Five 
And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love 
For that Child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above, 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 
 

 
 

Verse Four 
For He is our childhood’s pattern, 
Day by day like us He grew, 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 

Verse Six 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high 
Where, like stars, his children crowned                  
All in white shall wait around. 
 

Bible Readings:  “The God Found In Small Things” 
 

Micah, Chapter 6 verses 6 to 8 and  
“The Widow’s Offering”, Saint Mark’s Gospel, Chapter 

12. verses 41 to 44. 
Readers:  Jane Yates, (Clerk to the Governors) on Monday, 

Alan Fordham (Chair of Governors) and Katie Beagles 
(Partnership Governor) on Tuesday and 

Fiore Akinde (Year 10). 
After the second reading:  Reader: This is the Word of 

the Lord.   School: Thanks be to God. 
 

Student poetry  
Written and read by Bradley Connor and Sandy Bennett-

Cardy. Further readers: Joe Page and Sam Rees.  (Year 10) 
 

 

Art work above by Philip Clements. 
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Congregational Carol: “O Come All Ye Faithful” - Please stand and sing 
 

Verse One                                                                    Verse Two 
O Come All Ye Faithful                                               God of God,  

Joyful and triumphant,                                              Light of Light  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.                    Lo, He abhors not the Virgin's womb 

Come and behold Him,                                              Very God 

Born the King of Angels;                                            Begotten, not created 

O come, let us adore Him,                                        O come, let us adore Him 

O come, let us adore Him,                                        O come, let us adore Him 

O come, let us adore Him,  Christ The Lord.          O come, let us adore Him, Christ The Lord. 

 
Verse Three 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens   
in Heaven above 
Glory to God  in the Highest; 
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him,  Christ The Lord.                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse Four 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,  
born for our salvation 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ The Lord. 
 

Bible Reading:  
“The God Who Lifts Up The 

Lowly”  
 Mary and Elizabeth and 

 Mary’s Song of Praise (The 
Magnificat)  

Saint Luke’s Gospel, 
Chapter 1, verses 39 to 56. 

Readers:  Addie King, Charlotte 
Woodrow and Sophie Anderson  

(Year 12). 
 

After the reading:  
Reader: This is the Word of the 

Lord.   
School: Thanks be to God. 

 
Art work right, “Mary and 

Elizabeth”,  by Reverend Hana 
Amner. 
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“In all your dealings, be fair and in so doing make the world a fairer place, in Jesus’ 
name.” Reflections on the visit to TBSHS of Bishop James Jones K.B.E.  Readers: Isaac 

Jones, Angel Rusev, Harry Griffin, Reilly Burrows  (Year 10) and Leo Parry (Year 8). 
 

 
 

Congregational Carol: “While Shepherds Watched” – Please stand and sing 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Verse Three 
'To you in David's town this day 
is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be the sign: 
 
Verse Five 
Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse Two 
'Fear not,' said he - for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind - 
'Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all humankind: 

 Verse Four 
'The heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands 
and in a manger laid.' 
 

Verse Six 
All glory be to God on high, and to the 
earth be peace; 
goodwill henceforth from Highest 
Heaven, begin and never cease!' 

Verse One 
While Shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 

 

Above:  “Homeless Jesus” statue, 
Glasgow. 
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Reading: Seeing God In Others Locally and Globally This Christmas And Beyond: 
In Memory of Gustavo Gutiérrez (pictured below) Readers: Gabriel Wood (Year 13), Finley 

Meads, Rafa Romanelli, Leo Watson (Year 9) and Rafael Figueiredo (Year 7).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir / Music 

 

  

Bible Reading:  
 “The God Who Comes To Outsiders” 

Saint Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 2, verses 8 to 18. 
Readers: Felix Grant,  George Sellwood,  George 

Trant, Harry Walters, James Hutley, Lucas 
Gooch and Raeon Mensah-Bonsu (all Year 8). 

After the reading: 
 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.  

School: Thanks be to God. 
 

Musical Reflection: “Jesus Christ the Apple 
Tree”, by Elizabeth Poston, performed by the 

Chamber Choir of TBSHS. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Art work by Kelly Latimore 
(first left), Breena Nuñez 

(second left) and Reverend 
Hana Amner (top right, 

bottom right). 
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Musical Reflection: “Like a Candle Flame”, by Graham Kendrick, 
 performed by the Chamber Choir and Junior Choir of TBSHS. 

 
Bible Reading: “The God Made Known To All In Human Flesh”, 

Saint John’s Gospel, Chapter 1 verses 1 to 14.  
Reader: Mr. Reeve, Headteacher, The Bishop’s Stortford High School. 

After the reading: Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. School: Thanks be to God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Address – The Clergy  

Congregation Carol: “Hark The Herald Angels Sing” – Please stand and sing 

Verse One                                                                        Verse Two 
Hark! the herald angels sing                                         Christ, by Highest Heav'n adored: 
Glory to the new-born king,                                         Christ, the Everlasting Lord; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,                                 Late in time behold him come, 
God and sinners reconciled.                                         Offspring of the favoured one. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,                                             Veil'd in flesh, the Godhead see 

Join the triumph of the skies;                                       Hail, The Incarnate Deity: 
With the angelic host proclaim,                                   Pleased, as man, with man to dwell, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”.                                     Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing                                         Hark! the herald angels sing, 
Glory to the new born King.                                        Glory to the new born King. 

 
Verse Three 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing. 
Glory to the new born King. 
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Please be seated as we respectfully bow our heads in prayer. 
 

Student Prayer 
Readers: Calum Tait, who wrote the first prayer,  Sam Scarth,  Oscar Worthy (Year 9), 

Danny Hunt (Year 10) and George Cureton-Williams (Year 9). 
 

Dear God, 
 

As we celebrate this Christmas, we give thanks for The Greatest Gift of all—Your Son, 
Jesus, who came into the world in the humblest of ways. Born in a small, cold barn, He 
shows us that Heaven is not just found in grand spaces, but in the quiet corners of our 

lives, in the simple, in the small, and in the humble. We are reminded that Your Presence is 
not only given to wealth or power, but is often found where we least expect it. 

 
This Christmas, help us to see You in those who are suffering and in need, whether near or 
far. Guide us to serve others locally, nationally, and internationally, and inspire us to be a 

source of hope for those who are struggling.   
 

We pray for all for whom this time, and beyond, is very challenging: those in 
environmental, financial, physical and psychological need; those suffering conflict, 

displacement and war; the lonely;  all who are ill at home or hospital; those suffering 
bereavement and loss.  May they know that the message of Christmas is that God is with 

all and Heaven is found in little space, among the humble, small and vulnerable.  
 

Let us be generous, not only with gifts but with our time, love, and compassion. Help us to 
think not of what we can get, but of what we can give, offering from the abundance of 

Your Love. 
 

We pray for all at Saint Michael’s Church and our local community who give light, 
goodness, love and witness at this time and throughout the year.   We also give thanks for 
our wonderful new school and pray that we may always think of, and act for, others, being 

fair in Jesus’ name, “acting justly, loving mercy and walking humbly with God”. 
 

Lord, we pray for peace, for love, and for understanding to fill our world. May we be 
blessed with Your Grace, seeking to heal divisions and bring people together and be 

stewards of Your Earth and Environment. Help us to stand up for what is right, to speak 
out against injustice, and to bring Your Light into the darkness around us. 

 
Thank You, God, for the Precious Gift of Jesus, whose birth we celebrate today. May Jesus’ 
Love transform us, and may Jesus’ Example lead us to live lives of kindness, compassion, 

and selflessness. We pray that Jesus’ Peace rules in our hearts and spreads to every corner 
of the earth. In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 
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“The Lord’s Prayer”,   The Prayer Taught by Jesus Christ 
Please say with the reader 

 

 
Prayer, Blessing and Dismissal -  The Clergy  

 
There will be a retiring collection for Saint Michael’s Church.   

 

 

 
We wish you a holy and happy Christmas. 

 
"Heaven and Earth in Little Space" - God amongst the humble, small and vulnerable 


